


 

B.A. Part - III 

Semester V, Course No. X 

Political History of the Marathas (1707-1818) 

Course Objectives:  The course is designed to study the political history of the 

Marathas after the year 1707. The Maratha polity was transformed into the largest political 

entity of India in the eighteenth century. At the same time the state of Kolhapur (Karvir) came 

into existence and flourished  during this period. This course examines the tripartite relations 

between the Peshwa,  Karvir Chhatrapati and the Nizam. It highlights  contribution 

of Chhatrapati Sambhaji –II and Maharani Jijabai to the making of Karvir state. The course 

introduces the students to the political developments responsible for the expansion of Maratha 

power in the eighteenth century. Lastly, the course explores the causes and events that led to 

the eventual decline of Maratha power.  

Course Outcomes: 

After studying the course the student will be able to… 

1. Describe the political conditions of the Marathas upto the year 1740 

2. Explain the role of Balaji Bajirao.  

3. Understand the establishment of Karvir state and political significance of the treaty 

of Warna. 

4. Explain the causes and effects of the Battle of Panipat. 

5. Describe the Peshwa-Karvir -Nizam relations. 

6. Understand the political condition of the Marathas after 1761.  

7. Know and evaluate the contribution of Chhatrapati Sambhaji II and Maharani 

Jijabai of Karvir 

8.  Explain the relations between Chhatrapatis of Karvir and the British. 

9.  Critically analyze the causes for the decline of Maratha power. 

 

Module I: Political condition up to 1740 

a. Release of Chhatrapati  Shahu; Struggle  between Chhatrapati Shahu and Maharani 

Tarabai; Establishment of Karvir State; Treaty of Warna 

b. Peshwa BalajiVishwanath : Delhi Campaign, Maratha Confederacy 

c. Peshwa Bajirao - Northern Policy 

d. Peshwa Bajirao - Nizam relations  

Module II:  BalajiBajirao and Battle of Panipat(1761) 

a. Relations with Angre 

b. Conflict with Raghuji Bhosale 

c. Battle of Panipat-1761 

d. Peshwa -Karvir- Nizam relations   

Module: III  Political condition after 1761  



a. Madhavrao Peshwa 

b. Mahadji Shinde 

c. Nana Phadnavis 

d. Contribution of Chhatrapati Sambhaji II and Maharani Jijabai of Karvir 

Module IV: Decline of the Maratha Power 

a. Peshwa Bajirao II 

b. Second and Third Anglo- Maratha War  

c. Causes for the decline of Maratha  power   

d. Chhatrapatis of Karvir and the British  
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