SUK re searchers study Trldax dalsy s
role in supportlng 42 butterfly species

Times News NETWORK

Kolhapur: Research by Dr
Sunil Gaikwad, a zoology
professor at Shivaji Univer-
sity, and his student Arti Pa-
til has revealed how the of-
ten-overlooked Tridax daisy
(dagdi pala, kambarmodi in
Marathi) supports 42 butter-
fly species on campus.

Their findings were pub-
lished in the Journal of
Threatened Taxa, which fo-
cuseson biodiversity conser-
vation and rare species.

Over the course of a year,
the team meticulously recor-
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ded the butterfly species visi-
ting Tridax daisies, noting
factorssuchasarrival times,
weather, and flowering sta-
ges. “The smallest butterfly

in India, Grass Jewel, Com-
mon Shot Silverline (Uprek-
ha), Peacock Pansy (Mayur
Bhirbhiri), Painted Lady
(Urvashi), Great Egg Fly
(Motha Chandwa), and
others were documented,”
Dr. Gaikwad explained.
“Every neglected species
has its own existence and
purpose.” The research un-
derscores the critical role of
Tridax daisy and similar
plants in butterfly conserva-
tion and biodiversity. Dr. Ga-
ikwad emphasized the im-
portance of protecting the
biodiversity within the uni-

versity premises.

About Yournal of
Threatened Taxa'

Journal of Threatened
Taxa (JOTT) is an interna-
tional journal that publishes
research papers on biodiver-
sity conservation and ani-
mal taxonomy. Research re-
lated to rare and endangered
species is preferentially pub-
lished in it. This journal is
included in reputed index-
ing agencies like Scopus,
Web of Science, UGC Care
List. It has a NAAS rating of
5.56 and a h-index of 15.
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