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Kolhapur bids adleu to Ganesh on grand
scale, minor lathicharge at few places

Rahul Gayakwad
@timesofindia.com

Kolhapur: The Ganesh idol
immersion procession that
began on Tuesday morning
at 9am, with aarti of Prat-
ham Manacha Ganapati of
- Shri Tukaram Mali Talim
Mandal concluded on Wed-
nesday at 4:45am after 22 ho-
urs, with the aarti of Shahe-
ed Bhagat Singh Mandal.
Citizens from the city and
rural areas gathered in large
numbers to give an emotio-
nalfarewell to Bappa.
Various civic issues of
Kolhapur city, like potholes,
lack of afootball academy;, ci-
tv merger, trafficcongestion,

Panchaganga pollution, Ma-
halaxmi pilgrimage deve-
lopment etc were highligh-
ted by several Ganesh man-
dals through placards and
banners.

On Tuesday, the mandals
took their Ganesh idols out
to the beats of lazim, dhol,
and other traditional musi-
cal instruments.

Several Ganesh mandals
in the city violated the so-
und and light norms by
using high decibel sound sy-
stems and laser lights in the
procession. But the police
did not object till 12am. La-
ter, the police administra-
tion ensured that no sound
system was used. The roads,

abuzz with high sound, sud-
denly became quiet. At a few
places, police personnel had
to carry out a minor lathi
charge to make the Ganesh
mandals move ahead.

A study conducted by
SUK'’s Department of Envi-
ronment Science revealed
thatthesoundlevel intheim-
mersionprocessionthis year
was much higher in compa-
rison with 2023. The recor-
dings were taken from 22 lo-
cations from residential,
commercial, industrial, and
silent zones in the city.

Dr Asawari Jadhav, head
of environment science de-
partment of SUK, said, “In
the survey carried out at 22

' places, itwasnoticed thatthe
noise limit exceeded on Ga-
nesh immersion procession
route in comparison to last

few years. Like the way peo- |

ple of Kolhapur have respon-
ded positively to the Ganesh
idol donation initiative, si-
milarly, there is a need to ma-
ke people aware regarding

| the noise pollution as well."

As per KMC officials, till
Wednesday evening, 1035 big
idols and 1101 small idols we-
re immersed in the Irani qu-
arry. The immersion at the
quarry went on till Wednes-
day late night as several Ga-
nesh mandals from the city
took out their prucessmu on

Wednesday. ,
_F
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