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Kolhapur: Researchers from Shiva-
ji University, Kolhapur (SUK) and
Thackeray Wildlife Foundation ha-
ve discovered four new species of
wild geckos in the genus Cnemaspis
in Northwest Maharashtra.

Dr Sunil Gaikwad, a professor in
the Zoology department of SUK, sa-
id, “These geckos of the Cnemaspis
clan are known for their territorial
loyalty. They are spread in a small
area and survive only in cooler cli-
mates. Therefore, their range of oc-
currence is limited to favourable
places. The newly discovered geckos
have not been found anywhere else
outside their area of occurrence du-
ring these research expeditions.”

The discovery is part of an ongo-
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The newly discovered gecko species

ing PhD research by Akshay Khan-
dekar.
The research paper — A prelimi-

e

nary taxonomic revision of the girii
clade of South Asian Cnemaspis
Strauch, 1887 (Squamata: Gekconi-
dae) with the description of four
new species from South Maharash-
tra, India’ — under the guidance of
Gaikwad and with the help of Tejas
Thackeray, Satpal Gangalmale and
Dr Ishaan Agarwal from Thackeray

' Wildlife Foundation, has been pub-

lished in Zootaxa, an international
journal from New Zealand.

“Moreover, the three species fo-
und in Chandoli National Park were
within 8 to 12km of each other and
may have been limited by patchy
grasslands in between dense forests.
Such extreme territoriality is a cha-
racteristic of the geckos of the Cne-
maspis clan,” Gaikwad said.

“We have named one of the four

new species Cnemaspis barkiensis
after Barki Reserve Forest in Kolha-
pur district.

“The remaining three species
were found in Chandoli National
Park. We have named them Cnema-

_spis chandoliensis (after Chandoli

National Park), Cnemaspis maha-
rashtraensis (after the state), and
Cnemaspis sahyadriensis (after Sa-
hyadri Tiger Reserve and mountain
range),” said Khandekar.

Important role in food chain

All these four newly discovered
geckos are diurnal. They are found
on stumps of frees and in the sha-
dows of stones. Small insects are
their main food and these geckos
play an important role in maintai-
ning balance in the food chain.
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