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Open to grantmg autonomous status
to more universities: UGC chairman

@timesgmup com

New Delhi: University Gr-
ants Commission has said it
is anticipating more univer-
sities into graded autonomy
system that will give them
different degrees of freedom
in academic and administra-
tive decision-making.

Speaking to TOI, UGC
chairman Mamidala Jaga-
desh Eumar explained why
graded autonomy system is
effective, saying this enables
universities to restructure
existing courses and intro-
duce newones,

Last week, UGC had
granted autonomy to eight
central universities in India,
including Delhi University.

“Universities, inherently
autonomous in their estab-
lishment regardless of type,
can restructure existing
courses and introduce new
ones aligned with local, na-
tional, and international de-
mands,” Kumar said.

On how graded au-
tonomy is provided, he |
said, “Universities can |
apply to UGC twice a
year,” adding that the
commission then re-
views applications and
publishes categorisation de-
cisions within 30days.

In 2018, UGC had intro-
duced norms for granting
graded autonomy to univer-
sities. As per that, universi-
ties are classified into Cate-
goryl, II,and Il based on pre-

defined parameters.

“Goalfor autonomous uni-
versities is ensuring equal ac-
cess for all students, irrespec-
tive of their background and
socioeconomic status. This
commitment to inclusivity

ahgnsv.rlth thebroader vision

of fostering a diverse
and dynamic learning
environment,” the
chairman said.
“These institutions
should actively work
towards creating a sup-
portive atmosphere that en-
courages innovation, re-
search, and overall academic
growth. Success of graded au-
tonomy model hinges on uni-
versities embracing these
principles and continually
striving for educational excel-

lence,” Kumar added.

Kumar said UGC believes
that autonomous universities
will play a pivotal role in shap-
ing future of Indian educa-
tion in multifaceted ways. En-
dowed with freedom to design
curricula and experiment
with teaching methods, these
universities can pioneer and
follow best practices, foster-
ing innovative and student-
centriclearning.

Over 60 HEIs were granted
autonomous status in 2018.
Some of them are reputed
centers of learning such as
JNU, AMU and BHU. “Sue-
cess of autonomous universi-
tiesserveasinspiration, moti-
vating other higher educa-
tional institutions to adopt
similar practices,” he added.



