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Rahul.Gayakwad
@timesofindia.com

Eolhapur: A new flowering
plantspecies from'ceropegia’
genus has been discovered
inside the Vishalgad premi-
ses and named 'ceropegia
shivraviana' in a nod to
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj.

A research paper in this
regard was published on Tu-
esday in Phytotaxa, an inter-
national journal published
in New Zealand. This disco-
very also highlighted the bio-
diversity and ecological im-
portance of Vishalgad Fort.

Akshay Jangam, Ratan
More, and Dr Nilesh Pawar
from the botany department
of New College in Kolhapur,
Dr Sharad Kamble from
Chandwad in Nashik, and
Prof Dr. 8. R. Yadav from Shi-
vaji University, Kolhapurdis-
covered this new species of
plantbelonging tothe cerope-
giafamily.

---------------------------------------

Times of

india

Pic courtesy: Akshay Jangam

The new species is named after Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj

Akshay Jangam and Dr
Nilesh Pawar have been stu-
dving the flora of the fort in
Kolhapur district for the past
six years. In August 2023, a
different plant of ceropegia
(kandil pushp) class was fo-
und at Vishalgad Fort. An ex-
pert on ceropegia species in
India, Dr Kamble, who is ori-
ginally from Kolhapur but
currently working in Nas-
hik, said there is a possibility

that the flowering plant is a
new species.

Plant scientist from Shi-
vaji University Prof. 8. R. Ya-
dav, who has earlier discove-
red six new species of this
'Ceropegia' and given a dis-
tinct identity to this species
throughout India, after final
observations, concluded that
the plant can be declared a
new species. Accordingly, the

research paper was submit-

FHUEH H &
el e, IR

New flowering plant species
discovered near Vishalgad

;e;ltn the international jour-

Researcher Akshay Jang-
amsaid, “Thisspecieshasbe-
en named in honour of great
Maratha warrior, Chhatra-
pati Shivaji Maharaj, also
known as Chhatrapati Shiv-
ray. The plant was discovered
on one of his renowned forts,
Vishalgad, further highligh-
ting therich biodiversity and
historical significance of the
region. This discovery not
only adds to the botanical he-
ritage of India but also pays
tribute to the enduring lega-
cy of Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj.” |

Dr Pawar said, “The rea-
son for giving the name of
Shivaji Maharaj to this new
species is that Shivray reali-
sed the importance of the
forts as well as the surroun-
ding forests in the defence of
Swarajya. Through his or-
ders, he had reserved protec-
ted areas for plants through
the forts in Sahyadri’s.”
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