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River pollution can be controlled
with proper steps: Water expert

Times News NETWORK

Kolhapur: River pollution
and flooding are caused by
many natural and man-ma-
de causes, but if proper steps
are taken, pollution can be
brought under control wit-
hin one to three years, said
senior water expert Dr Ra-
jendrasinh Rana.

He was addressing a ses-
sion titled ‘Panchaganga —
Floods and Pollution’ orga-
nized jointly by the depart-
ment of technology, Shivaji
University Kolhapur (SUK)
and the Association of Ar-
: chitectsandEngineersatRa-
: Jarshi Shahu Auditorium of
: SUK.

Rana said, “As per our
tradition, we consider a ri-
ver our mother. However, af-
ter we started thinking of
earning money from this
mother selfishly, we become
the cause of her exploita-
tion. A river has absolute
authority over its territory,
but we don’taccept it. Theri-
ver flows with its purity, that
is why we call it a river. As
much as the right to life and
freedom is granted to us by
the Constitution, we should
also accept the freedom of
theriver toflow freely”

Water expert Dr Rajendrasinh Rana (in brown jaqket) addressed a
session titled ‘Panchaganga — Floods and Pollution’ at the SUK

He further said that the
Maharashtra government's
‘Let’s Get to Know the River’
initiativehasreceived agood
response. Initially, 75 rivers
were listed under this initia-
tive, but later the number
went up to 108. From there,
reality came to the fore that
many rivers in the state are
in dire condition. Pancha-
gangariver isone of them,

“Earlier, a hundred years
ago, the saintsand monksto-
ok the responsibility of not
letting the rivers get pollu-
ted, but now the education fi-
eld needs to take initiative

tobemade from the very first
drop of rain to prevent flo-
ods. It is time-consuming,
but we can prevent pollution
by curbing some of our bad
habits,” added Rana.
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