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{imes of India

Rare snake recorded in
Kolhapur’s Gagan Bawda

Times NEws NETWORK

Kolhapur: Calliophis cas-
toe, a rare snake which was
earlier recorded in Sindhu-
durg district’s Amboli villa-
‘ge in 2013, has now been re-
corded at Gagan Bawda in
Kolhapur.

Zoology student of Shi-
vaji University Kolhapur
(SUK) Sachin Kamble and
wildlife researcher from

 fied as Calliophis castoe
based on its mix-colour,
slender body, orange

~ stripe on the head, and

~ uniform orange col-

. ouration under the tail

: Bangalore Praveen H.N. ha-
: ve carried out the research
: on this snake. Their rese-
: arch paper has been publis-
: hed in the international jo-
: urnal, Hamadryad.

:  Kamble said “I found
: thissnake under the ground

on June 28, 2020, at Sangshi

sachin Kamble

‘This snake was found two feet below ground in loose soil

village in Gagan Bawda,
Kolhapur district. Earlier,
the sighting of this snake
was recorded in Ajara by
Mayur Jadhav and his colle-
agues. Currently, there are
15 recognised species in the
genus — Calliophis castoe
— of which, five species are
found in India. This is one of
theleast known snake speci-
es from India. Due to the re-
cord of this snake, the rich
biodiversity of Gagan Baw-

da in the Western Ghats has

alsobeen highlighted”.
Herpetologist Varad Gi-
ri said, “It was identified as
Calliophis castoe based on
its mix-colour, slender body,
orange stripe on the head,
and uniform orange colou-
ration under the tail. Its to-
tallength was 80 cm and was
found while digging a hole
in the garden of a house.
This snake was found two fe-
et below ground in loose so-
il. Its characteristic feature
isthat itcurlsitstail.”



