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State-level senior fencmg
championship starts

Rahul.Gayakwad@timesgroup.com

Kolhapur: Shahu Chhatrapati Ma-
haraj, a member of the Kolhapur roy-
al family; and Kolhapur guardian mi-
nister Satej Patil inaugurated the
32nd state-level senior fencing cham-
pionship 2021-22 at the Rajmata Jijau-
saheb Multipurpose Hall in Shivaji
University, Kolhapur on Saturday.

The tournament, which will go on
till October 25, has more than 500 fen-
cersacrossuniversities fromthe state
taking part. Maharashtra Fencing
Association, Kolhapur Fencing Asso-
ciation, D Y Patil Autonomous Uni-
versity and Shivaji University, Kolha-
pur have jointly organised the tour-
nament.

Patil, who is also the head of the
Maharashtra Fencing Association,
said, “To make fencing one of the top
sports in Maharashtra, every yea,r fi-
vedistricts will be selected to create a
fencing stadium, especially for fen-
cing practise and matches. Given the
Covid situation, such kind of a tour-
nament is being held for the first time
and all the precautions are being ta-
ken. Kolhapur is a historic city and I
am sure that the playersparticipating
in the tournament will participate in
Asian Gamesand Olympics.”

While addressing the young
sportspersons, Shahu Chhatrapati
Maharaj said, “Fencing is similar to
using a sword which has a historical
root in India. The government needs
to provide support to other sports
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The tournamentls bemg heldat the
Rajmata Jijausaheb Multipurpose
Hall in Shivaji University, Kolhapur

along with popular sports like crick-
et.”

More than 500 fencers, who have
represented at state, national and in-
ternational levels, are participating
in the tournament.

Yogesh Kulkarni from Vasundha-
ra Mahavidyalay Parbhani, said,
“For the past one-and-half year, we
were away from sports due to the pan-
demic. Now, the championship is be- :
ing held in Kolhapur and we are exci-
ted toget back inaction.”

SUK Chancellor D T Shirke, vice-
chancellor P S Patil, vice-chancellor
of DY Patil autonomous university
Dr Shimpa Sharma, district sports of-
ficer Chandrashekhar Sakhare and
other dignitaries were present for the
inauguration.



