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Colleges in state to
- reopen on Febl5

Ardhra Nair &
Swati Shinde Gole | T~

Pune: Collegesin Maharash-
. tra will reopen on February
15after al0-month hiatusdue
to the Covid-19 pandemic,
higher education minister
Uday Samant said on his so-
.cial media handle on
Wednesday.
“The colleges will reopen
with 50% attendance of stu-
~dents at a time and hostels
will reopen in the second
phase. Universities will con-
duct examinations in both
online and offline modes.
Compulsory 75% attendance
rule to appear for examin-
ations has been scrappedand
universities will come up
with a rule on attendance
based on both online and of-
ﬂ.ine presence,” Samant said.
“Institutes will have to
follow University Grants

Commission guidelines on

reopemng and should also
discuss with the local admin-
istration,” he added.

Sanjay Kharat, principal
of Modern College here,
said, “There was an urgent
need for colleges to reopen
considering that practical
sessions. of students are
pending. We have already
formed batches of 50 stu-
dents eachfor laboratory ses-
sions and will begin with
them immediately.”

Students from across po-
litical and other affiliations,
who have been demanding
reopening of colleges, ex-
pressed joy about the devel-
opment.

The higher education de-
partment was receiving a lot
pening colleges, especially
pen schools (class IX to XII)
from November 23 and class
V to VI from January 27.
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