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This Diwali was noisier than
last year, despite curbs

Study Shows
Noise Levels
Highest On
Laxmi Puja:

Times News NETWORK

Kolhapur: Thenoiselevelsin
various parts of the city were

higher than last year during:

Diwali despite the restric-
tionson bursting firecrackers
in the open, shows a study con-
ducted by the Shivaji Univer-
sity,

Considering the Covid-19
pandemic, the state govern-
ment and various district col-
lectors had issued directives
resiricting bursting of fire-
crackers in public places.

The study shows that ex-
cept for the industrial areas,
where 2ll the activities were
almost closed, the noise levels
in the residential, commerci-
al and even the silent zones of
the city were high in the three
days of Diwali.
The noise levels were hig-
hest on the day of Laxmi Pu-

~

The study, conucted by the SK. shows that except for industrial

Rahul Gayakwad

areas, where all the activities were almost closed, the noise levels in
residential, commercial and silent zones of the city were high

jan. The noise level during Di-
wali was higher compared to
Ganeshotsav thisyear, thestu-
dy indicates.

A team of Shivaji Univer-
sity’s environment science
department conducted the
study on air pollution and noi-
se levels at 22 different spots
from 6pm to 10 pm.

The noise level was recor-
ded in areas including Chhat-
rapati Pramilaraje Hospital,
district collector office, the
district court, Shivaji Univer-
sity, Rajarampuri, Shivaji
Peth, Nagla Park, Mangalwar
Peth and Shahupuri among

others.

Industrial areas like Y P
Powar Nagar, Udyam Nagar
and Shivaji Peth recorded less
than permissible decibel (dB)
levels.

Whereas, Mahadwar road,
where a majority of the shops
are located, recorded 63.67 dB
during Diwali. Last year, the
same spot had reported 60.33
dB last year during Diwali.
Rajarampuri, another major
commercial area in the city;
recorded 60.33 dB while it was
58.52dB last year.

Laxmipuri registered
59.70 dB as against 58.19 dB

last year. Bindu chowk, anot-
her congested area, recorded
62.88 dB this year against61.67
dBlast year.

The residential area of
Nagla Park recorded 53.92 dB
as against 52.96 dB last year.
Sound level in Rajarampuri
was 55.09 dB, compared to
53.31dB in last Diwali. The so-
und level near Mirajkar ticke-
ti was 59.35 dB, while it was
58.38dB last year. The residen-
tial area of Nagla Park recor-
ded 53.92 dB as against 52.96
dBlast year.

Meanwhile, the Central
Pollution Control Board has
laid down the permissible noi-
se level in India for different
areas. In industrial areas, the
permissible limit is 75 dB du-
ringthedayand 70dBatnight.
In commercial areas, it is 65
dB during the day and 55 dB at
night while in residential are-
as it is 55 dB and 45 dB during
day and night, respectively.

There is also a category
called silent zone, which in-
cludes areas that lie within
100m of schools, colleges, ho-
spitals and courts. The per-
missible noise limit in this zo-
ne is 50 dB during the day and
40dB atnight.
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