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Times of Emha

ND Patil donates 1.5

" Times News NETWORK

money to educatlon soc1e

Kolhapur: Ninety-two-year-
old ND Patil was on Saturday
conferred the Professor RK
Kanbarkar Award set up by
Shivaji University. Theaward
comes with a citation and
cash reward of Rsl.51akh. Pa-

til donated the prize money to

Rayat Shikshan Sanstha.

- Speaking on the occasion,
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) chief Sharad Pawar sa-
id touching thelives of the po-

or was always a passion for
Patil, who began his publicli-
fe as a student at college. He
was a minister in the state go-
vernment in the 1970s, and
has led several agitations see-

king betterment. of the lives’

.of the poorandmargma]lzed
Pawar said it was appro-

priate that Patil should be

conferred the award in.me-
. mory of thevice chancellor of
" theuniversity,apropagatorof
‘progressive ideas of Mahat-

ma Phule, Rajarshi Shahu

' Maharaj and Babasaheb Am-
" bedkar, Pawar is also presi-
dent of the Rayat’ Sh]kShan
. Sanstha.’

--..a------0-""--H""'"'"""'""‘—‘—'—""""“""'”"“""""“‘""“"'"""""“""""""lb--.--.-..
L L RN

award

) Am Gadre

aé..

%5

' Patil recewes the award from Pawar at the SUK on Saturday

In has acceptance speech,
Patil said Rayat ,Shikshan
Sanstha played a major role
in hislife, providing opportu-
nities for education inremote
villages. He said he remembe-
red his teachers and would
like to donate the award mo-
ney- to set up a memorial in

the name of one of his tea-

“chers who taught him at one

of the schools founded by Ra-

yat’ Shikshan Sanstha.

~ “Patil was co—operatlve
minister in my government,
Pawar said, recalling that he
set up agriculture produce

market commlttees and regu-
lated these sd that farmers
werenot cheated. He was also
a champion of quality educa-
tion for all, Pawar said, ad-
ding that even at the 92 Patil
remains deeply committed to

" the cause of farmers and was

on the streets only recently to -
protest-the hike:in power ta-

riff that would affect farmers
adversely. “Patil .is also the
strength b&hind Marathi-spe-
aking people of Belgaum who
are fighting for inclusion of
the Marathi-speaking region
inMaharashtra,” Pawar said.
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