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The University Industry Interaction Cell (UIICell) is renamed as University Industry 

Interaction Center (UIIC) for widening the scope of activities related to industry and research. 
The prime objective of this center is to strengthen the relationship between the university and 
industry resulting in a mutually beneficial partnership. The services of UIIC include working 
on Research and Development Projects, Consultancy Services, Manpower Training, 
Chemical Analysis etc. The UIIC is very keen in collaborating with industrial organizations 
for working on various problems of mutual interest through the faculty members of various 
Post-Graduate Departments in the university campus. An international linkage with 
universities, institutes and industries abroad is one of the important plans of UIIC.  
 
ACTIVITIES OF UIIC IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2017-2018 
A] Linkages established with industrial organizations: 
 Kolhapur Engineering Association, Udyamnagar, Kolhapur; Shiroli Manufacturers 
Association (SMAK), Shiroli; Gokul Shirgaon  Manufacturers Association (GOSIMA), 
Gokul Shirgaon; Manaufacturers Association Kagal-Hupari Five Star MIDC, Kagal; 
Kolhapur Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Kolhapur; Confederation of Indian Industries 
South Maharashtra Zonal Council, Kolhapur and Confederation of Indian Industries, New 
Delhi. 
 
B] Visit of Scientists from Industry: 
 The team of scientists headed by Senior Vice President, Reliance Industries Limited, 
Mumbai has visited the Shivaji University Campus on October 27, 2017.  
 The visit was aimed to take overview of the facilities in the Shivaji University 
Campus required for the R&D projects in the research area of ‘Energy Conversion and 
Energy Storage’, specifically for the development of materials for solar cells, batteries and 
supercapacitors. Alongside, the interactions with the researchers working in this research area 
were also proposed.    
 This visiting Reliance team was included, 
Dr. Sanjeev Katti, Senior Vice President and Group Head of Engineering Sciences and 
Process Synthesis, Reliance Technology Group, Reliance R&D Centre. 

Mr. Suresh Iyengar Vice President, R&D-Ionic Liquids, LAB Technology Head and Ex-site 
President of Patalganga Plant.  

Dr. Payal Chandan, Senior Research Scientist, Engineering Sciences and Process Synthesis. 

Dr. Prathmesh Salvi, Research Scientist, Ionic Liquids Division and 
Dr. Gopal Goswami, Research Scientist, CNTs   
 The visits were arranged to Department of Chemistry, Department of Physics, 
Department of Biotechnology and School of Nanoscience and Technology. During visits to 
these departments we had good discussions with Reliance based on the availability of the 
required facilities for proposed R&D projects. 
 A meeting of the Reliance with the key researchers in the area of the solar cells, 
batteries and supercapacitors was held on October 27, 2017. This meeting was chaired by 
Prof. D. T. Shirke, Hon’ble Pro-Vice Chancellor and was attended by Dr. V. D. 
Nandavadekar, Registrar, Prof. P. S. Patil, Dean Faculty of Science and Prof. A. M. Gurav, 
Faculty of Commerce and Management and Mr. A. B. Chougule, Finance and Accounts 
Officer.  
 During meeting Dr. Sanjeev Katti gave presentation on the Reliance Industries and 
focused on the areas of R&D in Reliance where they are in need of the expertise from 
university. He focused on the application of the ionic liquids in the solar cells, batteries, 
extraction of vanadium from waste generated from the Reliance Industries Plants and use of 
vanadium in batteries. The meeting was concluded with presidential remarks of Hon’ble Pro-
Vice Chancellor, wherein. This was followed by the technical discussion with expert faculty 
in the university campus. 



The next plan of action was decided as, 
1. To sign Non Disclosure Agreement (NDA) between Shivaji University and Reliance 

Industries Limited. 
2. To prepare R&D proposal for development of the device / model for solar cell, 

batteries, supercapacitors, extraction of vanadium. 
3. To submit a Industry Relevant R&D Project to Science and Engineering Research 

Board (SERB), Government of India, of which is call is open. 
4. To submit a R&D proposal to India-Republic of Korea Joint Applied R&D 

Programme sponsored by Department of Science & Technology (DST), Government 
of India and Ministry of Science and ICT (MSIT), Government of Korea. 

 

 
Photograph: Prof. D. T. Shirke, Hon’ble Pro-Vice Chancellor, Dr. Sanjeev Katti, Senior Vice 
President and Group Head of Engineering Sciences and Process Synthesis, Reliance 
Industries, Dr. V. D. Nandavadekar, Registrar and Mr. A. B. Chougule, Finance and 
Accounts Officer, Prof. P. S. Patil, Dean Faculty of Science and Prof. A. M. Gurav, Faculty 
of Commerce and Management (27.10.2017) 
 
C) Non Disclosure Agreement 

Non Disclosure Agreement has been signed between Reliance Industries Limited, 
Mumbai and Shivaji University, Kolhapur on 3rd January 2018. The main purpose of the 
NDA was to explore a possibility of establishing set-up for jointly conducting  “Synthesis of 
Ionic Liquids, Electrode Material Development and Analysis, Cell Fabrication and 
Construction , to pursue an actual business relationship”   
D ) Consultancy Services:  
1. Prof. A. M. Gurav, Department of Commerce and Management, consultancy in the area of 
Employee Training, industrial Project Report Preparation, Financial Consultancy, Career 
Consultancy, Skill Consultancy and Management Consultancy in the Government, Non-
government and Private sectors. 
2. Dr. G. S. Kulkarni, Deputy Registrar (Civil), consultancy in the area civil work pertaining 
to the quality of construction, possible testing measures, and the correctness procedure etc at 
Shri Vitthal Rukmini Temple, Pandharpur.  
3. Prof.  Mrs. N. S. Chavan, Department of Botany, consultancy in the area of ‘Taxonomy’ 
pertaining to the project offered by Institute of Wood Science and Technology, Bengaluru  
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