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BAR C.UN CIL OF INDIA -

IStatutory Bady Constituted under the Advocates Act, 1361) :
2’! Rouse AVenue instntutiona! Area ‘Near Bal Bhawan ‘New Delh1 - ’110002
. BCI InF 4697/2026 C Do .
o Date: 23.07.2026 -
T:O,., - -

The Vlce ChanceHors and Reg ‘ 11. Universities -impafting.lf‘agal'
. education R

' observatmns reportedly v the Hen"‘bie ’Suprcme Court of India
~ during’ the healmg of K. udersan v. Bar ounml of I’a&mi Nadu and
Pondlcherry con ermng quality of 1z1st1tut10ns mpartmg legal
.. education’and Ethc cgmtmumg operauon of demien’c Taw- colleges.
. Although the,’ _‘portedr ﬁbsewatwns Were ade dyuring the course of -
“ hearing they undérscore. the munedmte need fUr very authorﬁy in the .
statutory “and - acaderni o_.disc arge its own continuing
r85p0n31b111ty w1t11 complete serio.u%nés :

2. The responmbﬂlty of an afﬁhating U111ver51ty does not end with the mmal
' - grant of affiliation. A University is the authority having the closest and most’

continuous academic and admiinistrative supervision over its constituent
and affiliated Centres of T.egal Education. It approves admissions, receives
- student returns, conducts examinations, appoints or approves examiners,
interacts” with - the Principal and possesses - powers ‘under its statutes;
ordmances and affiliation regulations to inspect, suspend or withdraw
~ affiliation. The University must therefore ensure that no Centre of Legal

' Educahon continues merely on the strengf:h of paper comphance '

“ 3. Rulell oi’ the Rules of Legal Edumhon, 2()08 exp‘ressly provides that “Am Y
- institution conducting legul education by running either of the law degree courses
+ or both leading to conferment of graduate degree tn lazo on successful conpletion of
the. course shall have mininmm standard infrastructure facility stipulated by the
Bar Council of Indig specified in Schedule 111 of these Rules. The University shall
enstire that all its Centres of Legal Education iwnder Hie Univer. sity inaintain the
standard prescribed by the Bar Council of India” This is a. continuing and '
eni'orceable obhgatmn and not a one-time i'olmahty '
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Every University is. accordingly directed to constiltite one or more

competent inspection teams and to conduct an immediate physical
~ inspection of each and every constituent and affiliated Centre of Legal

- Education under it. The inspection shall be actual, comprehensxve and -
mshtutmn-spec:lflc it shall not be confined to affidavits, photographs '
‘.onhne Subzmssmns or documents furmshed by the managemen’c

‘The inspection team shall verify, among  other matters, ‘exclusive: -
availability of faculties, faculty rooms, the suitability and adequacy of
classrooms;, library, reading area, current textbooks; journals, reports and
electromic databa'sés, computer facilities, internet access, a dedicated and

. functional moot court room, common tooms, the land and building, the '
actual room-wise use of the premises, fire and safety compliance,

-accesablhty, sanitation, ~administrative offices, = student facilities, '
accession records, legal aid clinic, seminar and tutorial famhtles, and all
other requirements under the Rules of Legal Education, 2008 ‘and the.
circulars, gmdelmes and approval conditions issued by the Bar Council

o Uf India.

aculty verzﬁcahon shall be undertaken with partlcular cen.‘e The team

shall verify. the actual presence, quahhcatlons, appointment letters, joining
reports, workloadl, attendance, salary payment through banking chanaels, .
"UGC pay. compliance, service records and exclusivity of the Principal and -
- core faculty, Rule 17 requires a sufficient number of full-time core faculty
members at all Himes. Part-tme . or v151h1w faculty may support ‘the
prescribed core kamlty but cannot be used as a substitute for the required
fuil-time core faculty. Mere production of names on paper or. tLﬂlpDidly

plesence on ["he date ot inspection %haﬂ not be aucepted

- The Umvex‘slty shall also ascertain whether any Centre of Legai Educatmn :
is conducting weekend classes, evening classes, compressed classes; shift-
based classes or any other arrangement intended to accommodate part- -
time students or working persons in a manner inconsistent with a regular
course of study. The Rules define aregular course of study as one running
" for at least five hours a day, with the preseribed recess, and for not less than
thirty hours of working schedule per week. Any arrangement that dilutes
the mandatory. regular character of the law course, subs titutes oceasional
weekend or evening teaching for regular instruction, or facilitates proxy -
attendance shall be stopped forthwith, Admissions to such 1mperm1551b1e
" arrangements shall not be permitted,

Each inspection report'shall Contain clear findings against every applicable -
norm, csupported . by dated and’ geo-tagged photographs, room
measurements, faculty verification sheéts, salary and attendance records,
library accession and subscription details, student stréngth, sanctioned
intake, class tlmetable and -such other  documentary material -as may
~establish the true po‘;mon The repoit shall specifically state whether the
Centre is operating from the premises earlier inspected and approved and
-whether any pnt of the approved building has been dlverted to another
Jinstitution, course or commercmi use. :
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Where any. Centre of Legal Education is found deficient in éssential
infrastructure, building, clagsrooms, faculty, library, moot court room,
legal aid clinic, prescribed teaching hours, regularity of classes or any
other mandatory BCI norm, the University shall not grant or continue
affiliation as a routine matter. It shall immediately initiate and complete
withdrawal or discoritinuance of affiliation in accordance with the
applicable University statute. = Serious deficiencies 'should be

- nnmedxately reported to the Bar Councﬂ of India for apprepnate action.

Any case in which affiliation 1S _suspended,-.withdrawn,- not renewed or
made subject to corrective action shall be reported immediately to the Bar

. Council of India with the complete inspection report: The University

shall also inform the Bar. Council of India of any false declaration,
fabricated faculty record, misleading photograph, shifting of premises,
excess admission, unapproved course, unauthorised section or
concealment discovered during inspection. The University shall further -

- Verlfy, course-wise, section-wise and academic- -session-wise, whethet

every Centre of Legal Education possesses subswtmg approval of the Bar

“Council of India. University affiliation, whether permanent or temporary,

shall not be tréated as a substitute for BCI approval Ne admission shall

be- permltted in any Cenire, course, section or intake which does not .

possess prior and ecutrent approval of the Bar Council of India, as

mandated by Rule 14 of the Rules of Lega] Educatlon 2008

.The entire exerc;se, ' includmg '_11ispeci:10n Of .everv Centre of Legal
- Education, scrutiny by the University, passing of appropriate orders and

submission of a consolidated Univelsitv-wise report {o the Bar Council of

-Tndia, shall be completed within sixweeks from the date of receint of this
- letter. The report shall separately classify institutions as fully comphanl:

deficient but capable of immediate correction without affecting academic
standards, and. seripusly deficient requlrmg suspension, non-renewal or -

) wﬁhdmwal of affiliation.

_-Untﬂ fresh and satisfactoi‘y inspection reports_are received from the
Universities, the Bar Council of India shall Lomldm renewal or contmuanon- E

of approval only on the basis of the material available and may withhold or

‘ 'defer renewal Wherevel the University hac; not discharged the mspeghon '

and  reporting obligation under this . duect_:lon. No University shall
recommend renewal -of BCL approval merely by forwarding an existing

affiliation Ietter or an unvenhed self—dedarahon of the Centre of Legal
' Edumuon ' :

The -Bai‘ Council of India expects the Universities to treat this exercise as a
matter of urgent academic and institutional responsibility. The object is not
to-disrupt genuine institutions or prejudice students, but to ensure that
every law degree recognised for enrolment as an advocate is earned thro_ugh
real teaching, adequaté infrastructure, qualified full-time faculfy}
meaningful practical fraining and strict compliance with the prescribed:
standards. Universities are required to act demszvely against institufions .
that compromme these requn ements. '
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14.  Receipt of this letter shall be acknowledged within three working days
together with the name, designation, mobile number and email address
of the University Nodal Officer. appointed for 1mp1ementa’c10n A list of -
all Centres of. Legal Education under the University, course-wise and
campus-wise, should also be furnished forthwith. Any failure to comp]ete
the exercise within the stipulated period shall be placed before the
competent committee of the Bar Councﬂ of Ind1a for approprmte
regulatory cons1derat10n

l1_5. Any failure to Compiete the exercise within the stipulated period shall be .
placu_d before the competent committee of . the Bar Counul of Inc‘m for .
‘appropriate 1eguht01y consider abon ' o

This is for your informa'tion and for urgent and_ necessary compliance
%z ra ’\;3‘;@“’) 3
~ Srimanto Sen

Prlm:lpai Secretary
-Bar Council of Tndia



