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Prof. Manish R. Joshi (Ministry of Education, Govt, of india)
Secrotary
D O No, 2-17/2028{CFP-1}{C.162595) l 23 533, 19477 13% June, 2025
e FREUUHEREY,

Subject: Establishing Aniral Welfare Societles In Higher Educational Institutions ~ reg.

The Ministry of Education vide letter number 16-1/2022-U1A dated 7% May 2028 has igsusd a
communication regarding the establishment of Animal Weliare Societles It Higher Bducalion
Ingtitutions,

1. Under NEP 2020 one of the fundamental principles that will guide both the education system at
large, as well as the individual institutions Include ethles and human & Constitutional values ke
ampathy, respect for others, cleanlingss, courtesy, damocratic splrit, spirit of zervice, respect for
publin property, sclentlfic temper, Hberty, respansibility, pluralism, equality, and justice. Nafional
Education Pelicy (NEP) 2020 racognizas the importance of socigl, emotional, and athical leaming
ag eesential components of holistie educstion. {t efresses that aducational institutions shold
actively nuriure values like empathy, compassion, cooperation, and a strong sense of respansibility
among students,

2. NEP 2020 inter-alia endorses the valug-based education including development of humanistic,
ethicad, Constitutional, and universsl human values of truth (satya), rightecus conduet (dhaerma),
peace {shantl), love {prem), nonvigleros {ahimsa}, scientific temper, citizenship vaiuss, and also
life-gkills: legsons In sevalservice and parficlpation in community service programmes will be
consiiered an integrel part of a hollslic education,

3. The Puolicy also emphasise that students are the prime stakeholders in theg education system
ard vibrant campus life is essential for highrquality teaching-leaming processes. Towards this end,
students will be given plenty of oppartunities for participation in aports, culture/ars clubs, seo-clubs,
activity clubs, sommunity sarvice projecis, efe,

4. In addition, it is relevant to be noted that Arficle 51A{g) of the [ndian Gongfitution calls opon
citizens lo show compassion towards all living heings.

§. Anirmal welfare 13 an integral part of the Bustainable Davelopment Goals (SDGe), parlicularly
8D 12 {Respongible Consumption), B0EG 13 Climats Action), 8DG 15 (Life on Land), and 8DG
3 {Good Health and Well-baing).

8. In alignmant with this vision, Migher Education Institutions (HEs) may consider establishment of
Animal Weifare Soclaties (AWS) in their institutions for protection and welfare of animals. Engaging
young minds in animal welfare Initistives can significantly foster thelr personal growth, enhance
their academic development, and contribute to their holistic education.
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7. An indicative list of activities that can be carried out by the AWSs ars as under;

Awareness and Education:
Lectures, workshaps, and film screenings on animal protection laws, environmental ethics, zoonotic
diseasss, ardd bast practices in animal cere.

Campus-Based Initiatives:
Creatlon of safe animal feeding areas, first-aid responise teams for animals in distress, and
partherships with local veterinary hospitals or sheitters.

Legal and Policy Literacy:
Study circies, legal aid camps, and public interest researsh on implemeritation of the Pravention of
Cruelty to Animals Act and other applicable (aws.

Sustainability Projects:
Promotion of campaigns against plastic use and animal exploitation on campus,

Community OQutreach:;
Condueting sensitisation workshops in institutions end neighbourhoods, gspecially in aress with
fragquent human-animal conflict, Innovation can be gncouraged in this area,

Internships and Fisid Exposure: _
Facllitate internships with district Society for the Prevention of Cruslty to Animals {8PCAs), losal
veterinary hospitals, forest depariments, or organisations inveived in rescus and disaster
rmanagement.

Resenrch Fellowships or Capstone Projects:
Encourage finalyear projects and disserations on interdisciplinary themes such as animal
protection law, zoonotic diseases, ethical consumerism, and urban wildiife aooloyy

In the light of the above, all Higher Education Instiutions are requested o take appropriate action
for gefting up of Animal Welfare Societies on thelr campuses.
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